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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 1 1/07/2006 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 
1. This action is responsive to an Amendment filed 1 1/07/2006. Claims 19-31 are pending. 
Claims 19, 22, 23, 29, 30 are amended. Claims 1-18 are canceled. 

Response to Arguments 
1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 19 and 30, filed 1 1/07/2006, have been 
considered, but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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2. Claims 19-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over DeWeese et 
al. in view of Mimura et al. 

Referring to claims 19, 22, 29, and 30, DeWeese et al. discloses a set top box integrated 
with, or communicating with, a television, the set top box comprising: 

- a first input receiving an audio signal (p. 3, paragraph 56); 

- a first output adapted to be received by the television (p. 4, paragraph 65 & Fig. 1 A); 

- a second output adapted to be received by a second set top box (p. 3, paragraph 57); 

- a second input adapted to receive audible message information (p. 9, paragraphs 101, 
105; & Fig. 10); and 

- a back channel communications path that is different from the first input (the 
examiner notes that the chat server 88 is connected to television distribution facility 
16 via communications network 86, so the back channel path is different from the 
first input)(p. 5, paragraph 71 & Fig. 2A). 

DeWeese et al. further discloses transmitting video chat images with audio as real-time 
communications by the chat system (p. 10, paragraph 107, 111 & Fig. 1 1). DeWeese et al. still 
further discloses that the video chat images and audio can be shown at the same time as a 
television program (p. 1 1 , paragraphs 1 19, 120; & Figs. 16, 17). DeWeese et al. does not 
disclose that the audio signal is processed for an audio channel and the audible message 
information is processed for another audio channel and a volume of the audio signal is reduced 
below a volume of the received audible message information being played. Mimura et al. 
discloses a television audio/visual (A/V) conferencing system with a database 12. The AV 
database stores combinations of video signal characteristics and corresponding audio signal 



Application/Control Number: 10/026,704 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2623 

processing parameters, such as a volume of sound to be reproduced and a balance between 
sounds reproduced by loudspeakers (col. 9, 1. 10-35). The processing parameters are read from 
the database and supplied to an audio signal processor to control the sound field to produce an 
acoustic space suitable for an image, by changing the sound volume and right and left balance to 
localize sounds based on the locality of displayed images (col. 6, 1. 13-23; col. 20, 1. 22-62; & 
Figs. 32A-33). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the 
invention was made to modify the video and audio chat system of DeWeese et al. to include 
changing the sound volume and right and left balance of received audio messages to be output 
from different speakers, such as that taught by Mimura et al. in order to provide a real-time TV 
conferencing system with improved reality (Mimura et al. col. 3, 1. 36-45). The combination of 
DeWeese et al. and Mimura et al. does not teach reducing a volume of the audio signal below a 
volume of the received audible message information. August et al. discloses a set-top box 30 for 
receiving A/V and telephone signals. When a television viewer receives a telephone call over 
the set-top box, the audio signal emanating from the video receiving device can be automatically 
muted or reduced to a selectable level (col. 2, 1. 46-64). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time that the invention was made to modify the combination of 
DeWeese et al. and Mimura et al. to include reducing the volume 'of a television audio signal 
upon receiving a audio message, such as that taught by August et al. in order to provide the 
automatic interaction of desirable activities (August et al. col. 2, 1. 56-68). 

Referring to claims 20 and 21, the combination of DeWeese et al., Mimura et al., and 
August et al. teaches a set top box according to claims 19 and 30, respectively, wherein the 
message information comprises at least one of video information, text information, and a pre- 
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formatted message (the examiner notes that chat sessions can have text, audio, video, or a 
combination, as well additional appended information)(DeWeese et al. p. 3, paragraph 55; p. 4, 
paragraph 64; & p. 14, paragraph 141). 

NOTE: The USPTO considers the applicant's "at least one of language to be anticipated by any 
reference containing any of the subsequent corresponding elements. 

Referring to claims 23 and 25, the combination of DeWeese et al., Mimura et al., and 
August et al. teaches the set top box according to claims 30 and 19, respectively, further 
comprising a memory storing pre-made voice messages (the examiner notes that chat sessions 
can be stored and viewed at a later time)(DeWeese et al. p. 4, paragraph 64). 

Referring to claim 24, the combination of DeWeese et al., Mimura et al., and August et 
al. teaches the set top box according to claim 19, wherein the message information is retrieved 
from a memory device (DeWeese et al. p. 5, paragraph 69). 

Referring to claim 26, the combination of DeWeese et al., Mimura et al, and August et 
al. teaches the set top box according to claim 19, further comprising a message waiting indicator 
(the examiner notes that when a message is received it appears in region 206)(DeWeese et al. p. 
8, paragraph 93 & Fig. 9). 

Referring to claims 27 and 31, the combination of DeWeese et al., Mimura et al., and 
August et al. teaches the set top box according to claims 19 and 30, respectively, further 
comprising another input adapted to receive information from a keyboard (DeWeese et al. p. 5, 
paragraph 67 & Fig. IB). 

Referring to claim 28, the combination of DeWeese et al., Mimura et al., and August et 
al. teaches the set top box according to claim 19, wherein the first input also receives a video 
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signal (DeWeese et al. p. 3, paragraph 56) and the set top box modifies the video signal to 
display a text message (DeWeese et al. p. 8, paragraph 93 & Fig. 9). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Van Handel whose telephone number is 571-272-5968. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am-5:30pm Mon.-FrL 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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